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Sept. 6: According to the Peruvian Health Ministry, the cholera death toll had reached 2,453 of a total
256,408 confirmed cases. Hospitalized cholera victims totaled 97,433. The local news media reported
12,000 new cases of cholera over the previous week, and 40 cholera-related fatalities. As of Sept. 6,
a state of emergency imposed by the Health Ministry was in effect for 24 Peruvian cities. Another
40 were expected to be placed under state of emergency status. The 64 population centers are to
be targeted by special prevention programs funded by a $25 million loan provided by the InterAmerican Development Bank. Health Minister Victor Yamamoto claims that insufficient funding
has reduced the effectiveness of prevention campaigns. The 1992 health budget, he said, totals only
$613 million, equivalent to 2.5% of the federal government budget. Sept. 10: In a communique,
the Dutch government's Ministry for Development Assistance announced a $2.1 million donation
to the Pan-American Health Organization. The money is earmarked for a cholera prevention
campaign. Colombian Health Minister Camilo Gonzalez Posso called on Panamanian officials to
reopen the border between the two countries, closed down last week by Panama to prevent the
spread of cholera. Gonzalez Posso declared that, according to the World Health Organization
(WHO), restrictions on travel and trade between countries or regions are ineffective means of
controlling the spread of the disease. Sept. 12: Colombian health authorities confirmed over 1,000
new cases of cholera in the southwestern department of Narino, and the first confirmed cases in
Sucre department. Since March, over 6,000 cases of the disease have been confirmed in Colombia.
The death toll numbers 114. Sept. 14: The Mexican Health Ministry reported a total of 897 confirmed
cholera cases, and 13 fatalities. Ninety-one new cases were reported over the past week. Since midJune, cholera victims have been reported in Mexico City, and the states of Campeche, Chiapas,
Oaxaca and Tabasco (southeast); Puebla, Tlaxcala, Mexico and Hidalgo (central region); Veracruz
(east); and, Zacatecas (northwest). (Basic data from EFE, 09/06/91, 09/11/91; AFP, 09/06/91, 09/10/91,
09/12/91, 09/14/91)
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